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WHY? 
We understand that technology continues to play a vital role in education and business. 
Understanding and being comfortable using technology is a valuable skill that students need as they 
move into post high school and post college environments. So at The Calvary Academy we see value 
incorporating technology at all levels of the learning process, and not just as a separate program. 
Because of this we believe that all secondary school students need access to their own device to 
support their learning. So at TCA we are implementing a “Bring Your Own Device” Policy. 
 
It is important for students to have ownership of the device and to be able to use it for learning 
anywhere, anytime. Every student needs internet access for communication, research, and learning 
management, as well as planning, word processing, spreadsheets and presentation tools at many 
times throughout the day.  
 
The wireless network has school-wide coverage and is quite stable. Students are encouraged to bring 
any technology they already own, or to purchase something that suits their individual needs. 
 
SOFTWARE  
Students will need software for the following applications: 

• Internet access 

• Word processing 

• Spreadsheets 

• Presentations 

• Calendar 

• Email 
 

You can download a free version of Open Office, which is a free alternative to Microsoft Office. If 
using tablet devices, such as an ipad, it is likely that you will need to buy a small number of apps to 
facilitate use for learning.  
 
CARE, STORAGE AND CHARGING  
Laptop bags can be expensive and are rarely waterproof. Small laptops can be crushed or damaged 
in school bags – a cheap, plastic lunchbox-style container with some bubble wrap packing will fit a 
small netbook, and protect it from rain, drink spills or impact. 
 
It is vital that the laptop and accessories (especially the power pack) are all clearly labeled with the 
student’s full name.  
 
Students are asked to charge their laptops at home overnight. In most cases that means they will 
not need to be charged during the day at school. Nevertheless, there are ample power outlets in most 
classrooms for the occasions when a laptop needs charging. Students should ensure that they secure 
their laptop safely in their locker during break times.  
 
 
  



TECHNICAL SUPPORT  
Students will be responsible to support their own device. This includes protecting it, maintaining 
antivirus software, installing and uninstalling programs, troubleshooting, etc. Teachers will provide 
limited IT support, so each student should understand how to use their own device and programs. 
 
Because the intention of the BYOD program is to enable students to have quick and easy access 
from their desk in any lesson to information, our learning management system, word processing, 
spreadsheets and other basic tools, only a cheap, low end device is necessary.  
 
DEVICE INFORMATION 
Which device a student at The Calvary Academy uses is a personal choice that may be influenced 
by: what, if anything, you already own; whether the student has to walk a long distance to school; how 
much you are prepared to pay; and other individual factors.  
 
This information is intended to give you some information to guide your selection.  

• A device with a 10 -11 inch screen would be sufficient 

• Don’t pay any more than you feel is necessary – a cheap, basic device is all that is needed. 
You should be able to purchase something that is more than adequate for around $400.  

• The school provides desktop computers for high end applications.  

• For computers with Windows operating system, a purchased anti-virus program is 
recommended. Free anti-virus programs are not recommended. 

• CD and DVD drives are not necessary.  

• If you have the option to purchase a bigger battery, that is beneficial. Something that provides 
5 hours of battery life is recommended. 

• Windows, Apple, Android and Linux operating systems are all suitable.  
 
 
At this time cell phones and smartphones are not permitted to be used in the classroom. 


